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A PROCLAMATION ON LAW DAY, U.S.A., 2021
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
May 1, 2021
In the many years I spent as a United States Senator and as Vice President, I logged hundreds of thousands of
miles of travel, and had the opportunity to meet with foreign officials all over the world. Those experiences
impressed upon me a truth about America: that what makes our Nation unique is the depth of our devotion to
the rule of law.
Unlike so many of the Nations of the world, the United States wasn’t built around an ethnicity, religion, or
tribe — it was built around common ideals. The rule of law is central to those ideals. It is what limits the abuse
of power in our Nation, whether by an individual or a mob. It reflects President John Adams’ desire to
establish “a government of laws and not of men.” It is how Thomas Paine distinguished us from the rest of the
world — declaring that, while in other Nations, the king is law, “in America, the law is king.”
Many Nations around the world still struggle to capture what we have captured here in America — not only in
the text of our founding documents, but in the character of our people: reverence for the law. That reverence
is essential to our democracy. Without it, equality and justice cannot be advanced, human rights cannot be
protected, democratic norms and values cannot be secured, and disagreements cannot be peaceably resolved.
The rule of law has also been a critical vehicle for delivering the full promise of American democracy to all of
our people, particularly those excluded in our Nation’s founding. Today, on Law Day, we rededicate ourselves
to furthering that promise and strengthening those ideals, and we renew our commitment to ensure that
every American’s constitutional rights are protected.
The theme of this year’s Law Day, “Advancing the Rule of Law Now,” is particularly fitting at this moment in
our Nation’s history. Recently, we were again called to recognize that democracy is precious and fragile. We
have witnessed grave threats to our democratic institutions and to the rule of law itself. These tragic events
have taught us once again that when we are united, we can overcome the greatest challenges and move our
country forward — but it takes a commitment to law over demagoguery, and the enforcement of law free
from political interference, to do so.
Previous generations of Americans have lived through civil war, economic depressions, the rise of fascism, and
world wars — and today, too many Americans continue to face pervasive racism, xenophobia, nativism, and
other forms of intolerance. This year, the United States marks the 100th anniversary of the Tulsa, Oklahoma,
race massacre, in which a mob of white residents attacked and killed between 100 and 300 Black residents
and destroyed more than 1,000 homes and businesses in a thriving community known as Black Wall Street.

Today, a century later, we still face chilling echoes of those threats to equality, justice, and the rule of law in
the form of rising political extremism, white supremacy, and domestic terrorism.
My Administration is committed to advancing the rule of law within the United States so that everyone is
ensured equal justice under the law, an equal place in our democracy, and the opportunity to fulfill their
potential free from abuses of power. On my first day in office, I signed an historic Executive Order on
Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government, to
advance equity and racial justice and redress systemic racism across a comprehensive sweep of Federal
policies, laws, and programs. I also signed a memorandum on Condemning and Combating Racism,
Xenophobia, and Intolerance Against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in the United States, stating that
the Federal Government has a responsibility to prevent racism, xenophobia, and intolerance against anyone in
the United States — particularly, today, against Asian Americans who have spent the last year enduring
unconscionable and un-American harassment and attacks — as well as an additional Executive Order on
Preventing and Combating Discrimination on the Basis of Gender Identity or Sexual Orientation. I have
directed Federal agencies to facilitate access to voting using their existing legal authority, and my
Administration supports further legislation to protect the sacred right to vote and make it more equitable and
accessible for all Americans to exercise that right.
We are also working to advance the rule of law across the world by rebuilding global alliances; confronting
authoritarianism; and reengaging with other governments, civil society organizations, and multilateral
organizations, such as the United Nations. We must ensure that we are able to lead not by the example of our
power, but by the power of our example. As I have said on many occasions, our diplomacy must be rooted in
America’s most cherished democratic values: defending freedom, championing opportunity, upholding
universal rights, respecting the rule of law, and treating every person with dignity.
On this Law Day, U.S.A., I urge my fellow Americans to join me in recommitting ourselves to promoting and
advancing the rule of law and delivering freedom and equality for all.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States of America, in accordance with
Public Law 87-20, as amended, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2021, as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to
acknowledge the importance of our Nation’s legal and judicial systems with appropriate ceremonies and
activities, and to display the flag of the United States in support of this national observance.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the year of our Lord
two thousand twenty-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
forty-fifth.
JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

KEN FOREMAN
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE BIRMINGHAM DISTRICT
Director Ken Foreman is a true professional with a passion to serve others. As Public Safety
Director of the Housing Authority of the Birmingham District, he has been instrumental in the
safety and security of the communities within the Housing Authority.
Prior to coming to Birmingham, Director Foreman completed his federal career in Detroit,
Michigan as a Deputy United States Marshal Criminal Investigator-Senior Inspector. Holding a
Top-Secret Clearance, he oversaw 5 cities to include Detroit, Flint, Bay City, Ann Arbor, and
Port Huron. This placed the protection and security of Federal Judges, Chief Justices, Federal
Courts, and High Threat Trial Proceeding under his watchful eye. He was dubbed as the glue
that held everything together.
While raising a family of three with his wife Pauline, he was determined to be a good example
to his children by earning his college degree; an associate in Criminal Justice Administration
and a Bachelors in Family Life Education.
Director Foreman has held many titles to include; U.S. Army Communications Specialist, State
and Federal Corrections Officer, Veteran Affairs Police Officer, Minister and Pastor but the
ones dearest to his heart are Husband, Dad, Papa, and Servant.
He accredits his success to his faith in God, his loving wife, and the prayers of those who
supported him.
He believes that a problem is just an opportunity for a solution.
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OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL - RESPECT FOR LAW
Optimist International is one of the world’s largest service club organizations with
75,000 adult and youth members in 2,600 clubs in the United States, Canada, the
Caribbean and Mexico and throughout the world. Respect for Law is one of the
organization’s most popular programs, with more than 1,500 clubs participating
annually. Carrying the motto “Bringing Out the Best in Youth, our Communities,
and Ourselves,” Optimists conduct positive service projects that reach more than
six million young people each year. To learn more about Optimist International,
please call (314) 371-6000 or visit the organization’s website at www.optimist.org.

MISSION, VISION AND PURPOSES OF OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
MISSION
By providing hope and positive vision, Optimists bring out the best in youth, our
communities and ourselves.
VISION
Optimist International will be recognized worldwide as the premier volunteer
organization that values all children and helps them develop to their full potential.
PURPOSES
To develop optimism as a philosophy of life utilizing the tenets of the Optimist
Creed; to promote an active interest in good government and civic affairs; to
inspire respect for the law; to promote patriotism and work for international
accord and friendship among all people; to aid and encourage the development of
youth, in the belief that the giving of one’s self in service to others will advance the
well-being of humankind, community life and the world.

NEW OPTIMISTS WELCOME!!
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
CLUB PRESIDENT ANITA LEE AT 205-960-6440 OR scottsmithanita@yahoo.com
OR CLUB SECRETARY JON RYAN AT 205-467-9170 OR jonryan62@charter.net
OR VISIT www.optimist.org OR www.amoptimists.org
VISIT US AT www.birmingham.amoptimists.org
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AT www.facebook.com/BirminghamOptimistClub

THE OPTIMIST CREED
PROMISE YOURSELF…
To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.
To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to work only for the best and to expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the
future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you
meet a smile.
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to
criticize others.
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy
to permit the presence of trouble.

