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AUGUST 21T YOUTH APPRECIATION PROGRAM

The Optimist Club of Birmingham held its annual Youth
Appreciation Program at City Club Birmingham on August
21st. Since 1957, Optimist Clubs have recognized youth for
their talents in the arts, athletics, academics, and for
contributions to community.
Erma Hinton & Leon Evans served as co-chairs of the
event, recognizing two amazing young ladies as the Club's
2025 Youth Appreciation Award Recipients, Gabrielle Earl
and Taytem Nicole Evans. Each recipient received a
Certificate of Recognition, gift card, and a blue honor cord
in recognition of their achievements. Congratulations to
Gabrielle and Taytem on their well-deserved honor!

SEPTEMBER 18™ CLUB MEETING
The Optimist Club of Birmingham held its September 18th
meeting at Alabama Power Company. President Sharon
Wilson led the meeting, which focused on upcoming events
and fundraisers that will support the many programs the Club
sponsors throughout the year to benefit youth and others in
our community.
One of our distinguished guests included Gloria Vail, 2024-
2025 AL/MS District Leadership Development Chair, who
did an outstanding job in that role. She is enjoying building
membership in our District.
Birmingham Public Library (BPL) Director of
Development, Chandler Champion, shared information
about the "Classic Cocktails" event scheduled for October 21,
5:30 - 9 pm, at BPL. The sponsorship form has been emailed
to all our members. For any sponsorship questions, please
contact Chandler at chandler.champion@cobpl.org. The Club
will be proudly serving as a sponsor of the event!

MEMBER NEWS
The Club extends our deepest condolences to Gloria Vail,
AL-MS District Leadership Chair, on the loss of her
beloved daughter, Janée Vail, on September 1. Please
keep Gloria in your prayers for God’s comfort and peace at
this most difficult time.

AUGUST Birthdays: 15t — Don Kirkland, 4" — Steve
Wingo, 17" — Clara Greene, 215 — Vanessa Miles, 24" -
Judge Patricia Stephens, 27" — Capt. Janice Blackwell,
27" — Dorothy A. Davis
SEPTEMBER Birthdays: 4" — Ira Moss & Patricia
Stephens Moss, 11" — Samuel Edwards, 16" — Nancy
Ryan, 17" — Roger Vaughan, 23" — Sharon Wilson, 26"
— Ra’Jeeni Marshall, 28" — Zoé Champion, 28" — Kelly
Driver
Anniversaries: 15t — Debbie & Don Kirkland, 7t" — Heide
& Herb Forsythe, 17t — Jean & Roger Vaughan, 22" —
Don & Sharon Wilson
Hope you each enjoyed your special day!

Please note: If your birthday and/or anniversary was
not included, please email the dates to Nancy Ryan at
nryan95@charter.net, so they can be added to the list.
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2024-2025 Leadership Development Chair Gloria Vail,
BPL Director of Development Chandler Champion,
& Club President Sharon Wilson

President Sharon Wilson lets members know how much
they matter at each and every meeting with a little help
from her friend, "Peter Peanut" (as Ron Taylor has
affectionately named him)!

Dear God,
On Labor Day, we thank You for the gift

of work and for everyone who works
hard to provide for their families. We're
thankful for farmers, inventors, and
people who help others.

Please help those looking for jobs find
good ones soon. And bless everyone at
work, so they enjoy what they do and
stay safe.

Let bosses be fair and kind to their
teams.

As we rest today, help us remember how
important work is and give us energy for
our tasks ahead.

In Jesus' name, Amen.
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SNAPSHOTS FROM YOUTH APPRECIATION PROGRAM
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Youth Appreciation Award Recipits Gabrielle Earl and
Taytem Nicole Evans are pictured with their parents and
Optimist Club Members at the meeting.

President Sharon Wilson and Youth Appreciation Co-
Chairs Erma Hinton & Leon Evans present
Youth Appreciation Awards to
Gabrielle Earl & Taytem Nicole Evans
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Gabirielle Earl pictured with her roud Mom, along with
Youth Appreciation Co-Chair, Erma Hinton
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Gabrille Earl & Taytem Nicole Evans
with their proud Moms!
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Connie Demand and Debra Jackson.
Welcome to the Club!

'?outh Appreiation Progra?n Co-Chair, Erma Hinton,
pictured with guest, Joyce Stevenson,
and with Board Member, Jackie Holder.
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Jon Ryan, Roger Vaughan,

& Ron Taylor enjoying time
visiting before the program.

Past

Immediate President
Carolyn McCoy always brings
enthusiasm (& a little “sass”
lol!) to the meeting!



